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LÍNGUA INGLESA E INTERPRETAÇÃO DE TEXTOS

STICKY FINGERS
By Olivia Judson

1 In 1905, two brothers, Alfred and Albert Stratton, were found guilty of murdering a
 shopkeeper and his wife in Deptford, a town outside London. The evidence? A thumbprint
 at the scene of the crime. The brothers were hanged.
2	 The	Stratton	trial	was	the	first	time	in	Western	jurisprudence	that	fingerprint	evidence	had
 been presented in a murder case. As such, it was a triumph for Charles Darwin's cousin
	 Francis	Galton.	Galton	had	spent	years	collecting	fingerprints,	studying	and	classifying
	 their	patterns	of	loops,	arches,	and	whorls.	It	was	he	who	had	not	just	speculated,	but
	 demonstrated	that	fingerprints	are	a	reliable	way	of	telling	one	person	from	another,	and
 persuaded the police that they could be used to solve crimes.
3	 Up	to	that	point,	fingerprints	had	been	used	not	as	a	means	to	identify	criminals,	but	as	a
 way for you to prove that you were you and not someone else. The ancient Babylonians
	 sometimes	impressed	fingerprints	on	clay	tablets	that	recorded	business	transactions,	and
 centuries ago the Chinese made use of thumbprints on clay seals. In India in the nineteenth
	 century,	a	fingerprint	took	the	place	of	a	signature	for	people	who	were	illiterate	and	could
	 not,	therefore,	sign	their	names.	The	first	use	of	fingerprints	by	"officialdom"	didn't	come
	 until	the	1860s,	when	William	Herschel,	a	magistrate	for	the	British	colonial	administration
	 in	India,	realized	that	fingerprints	could	be	used	as	a	means	of	identification	when	people
 came to collect their pensions. The person collecting the pension would give a print, which
 would be compared to a print on file; in that way, fingerprints could be used to prevent
 identity fraud.
4	 In	instituting	this,	Herschel	made	the	assumption	that	individuals	have	unique	fingerprints;
 the fact that it was actually so remained to be proved. That proof was provided by Galton,
 who demonstrated statistically that the odds of two people having the same fingerprints
	 are	vanishingly	remote.	He	also	–	using	prints	sent	to	him	by	Herschel	–	confirmed
	 Herschel's	observation	that	fingerprints	do	not	change	with	age,	a	crucial	feature	if	they
 were to be a reliable form of identification. And Galton began to develop a method for
	 cataloging	fingerprints,	so	that	police	could	file	fingerprints	by	type	and	quickly	compare
	 any	two	sets.	(A	full-f ledged	cataloging	system,	based	on	Galton's,	was	subsequently
	 developed	by	Edward	Richard	Henry,	who	had	served	as	inspector	general	of	police	in
	 Bengal;	the	fingerprint	classification	system	came	to	be	known	as	the	"Henry	System.")	In
 short, Galton laid the groundwork for the police to begin to build a usable fingerprint
 database.

Natural History –	December	2008/January	2009

31. According to the information in the article, Alfred and Albert Stratton:

	 a)	 worked	with	the	police	to	develop	the	use	of	fingerprints	to	solve	a	murder.
	 b)	 found	the	fingerprints	of	a	shopkeeper	and	his	wife	murdered	near	London.
	 c)	 admitted	that	they	had	murdered	a	shopkeeper	and	his	wife	near	London.
	 d)	 were	the	first	people	to	be	convicted	of	murder	because	of	fingerprint	evidence.
	 e)	 were	the	first	people	to	use	fingerprints	to	prove	that	a	murder	had	been	committed.
 Resolução:

	 Encontra-se	a	resposta	nos	trechos	em	destaque:	

 In 1905, two brothers, Alfred and Albert Stratton, were found guilty of murdering a shopkeeper and his wife in Deptford, a town outside 
London. The evidence? A thumbprint at the scene of the crime. The brothers were hanged.

 The Stratton trial was the first time in Western jurisprudence that fingerprint evidence had been presented in a murder case.
Alternativa D
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32.	 Which	 of	 the	 following	 probably	 best	 explains	 the	
importance of Francis Galton?

	 a)	 He	was	the	first	person	to	collect	and	use	fingerprint	
samples on a systematic basis.

	 b)	 He	was	 the	 first	 person	 to	 show	 that	 each	 person’s	
fingerprints	are	unique	and	therefore	can	be	used	to	
help solve crimes.

	 c)	 He	was	the	first	person	to	use	fingerprints	as	a	reliable	
means	of	identification.

	 d)	 He	was	the	person	who	found	the	thumbprint	that	the	
police used to convict Alfred and Albert Stratton of 
murder.

	 e)	 In	 helping	 to	 investigate	 a	murder	 near	London,	 he	
proved that a thumbprint at the scene of the crime 
belonged to one of the Stratton brothers.

 Resolução: Encontra-se a resposta no trecho: It was he (Francis 
Galton) who had not just speculated, but demonstrated that 
fingerprints are a reliable way of telling one person from 
another, and persuaded the police that they could be used to 
solve crimes.                Alternativa B

33. According to the information in the article,

	 a)	 in	India	in	the	nineteenth	century,	an	illiterate	person	
could	give	his	fingerprint	instead	of	his	signature.

	 b)	 in	 the	 nineteenth	 century,	 India’s	 knowledge	 of	
fingerprints	was	more	advanced	than	China’s.

	 c)	 to	 facilitate	 commerce	 between	 their	 countries	 in	
the nineteenth century, the Indians and the Chinese 
used	 fingerprints	 to	 register	 cross-border	 business	
transactions.

	 d)	 the	Indian	intelligentsia	in	the	nineteenth	century	used	
fingerprints	instead	of	signatures	to	identify	themselves.

	 e)	 for	 Indians	 in	 the	 nineteenth	 century,	 giving	 your	
fingerprint	instead	of	signing	your	name	was	considered	
a disgrace.

 Resolução: Encontra-se a resposta no trecho: In India in the 
nineteenth century, a fingerprint took the place of a signature 
for people who were illiterate and could not, therefore, sign their 
names.             Alternativa A

34. According to the information in the article, in the 1860s 
William	Herschel

	 a)	 became	chief	magistrate	for	the	British	colonial	pension	
administration in India.

	 b)	 set	up	a	fingerprint-identification	system	 in	colonial	
India to prevent fraud when people received their 
retirement money.

	 c)	 decided	 that	 Indians	 must	 leave	 a	 signature	 when	
they collected their pensions from the British colonial 
administration.

	 d)	 restructured	India’s	colonial	pension	system.
	 e)	 made	it	impossible	for	illiterate	Indians	to	defraud	the	

British colonial administration in India.

 Resolução: Encontra-se	 a	 resposta	 nos	 trechos	 em	 destaque:	
The first use of fingerprints by "officialdom" didn't come until 
the 1860s, when William Herschel, a magistrate for the British 
colonial administration in India, realized that fingerprints could 
be used as a means of identification when people came to collect 
their pensions. The person collecting the pension would give a 
print, which would be compared to a print on file; in that way, 
fingerprints could be used to prevent identity fraud.

Alternativa B

35. In paragraph 4, “this” in the phrase “In instituting this…” 
most likely refers to

	 a)	 a	pension	system	for	British	civil	servants	in	colonial	
India.

	 b)	 the	use	of	fingerprints	in	identifying	known	criminals.
	 c)	 a	restructuring	of	fingerprint-identification	techniques
	 d)	 fingerprint	identification	to	prevent	dishonesty	in	the	

pension system.
	 e)	 a	 strengthening	 of	 pension	 laws	 in	 British	 colonial	

India.
 Resolução: O demonstrativo this refere-se ao sistema de 

identificação	por	impressão	digital	nas	eleições	da	India.
Alternativa D

36. According to the information in the article,

	 a)	 William	Herschel	believed	 that	no	fingerprint	 is	 the	
same	as	any	other	fingerprint,	but	he	never	proved	it.

	 b)	 William	 Herschel	 developed	 modern	 police	
fingerprinting	techniques.

	 c)	 William	Herschel	was	unaware	of	the	great	importance	
of	fingerprints	in	solving	crimes.

	 d)	 William	 Herschel’s	 work	 in	 India	 proved	 that	 each	
fingerprint	is	unique.

	 e)	 William	 Herschel’s	 use	 of	 fingerprint	 identification	
eliminated fraud in the British colonial administration 
in India.

 Resolução:	 William	 Herschel	 não	 conseguiu	 provar	 que	 as	
impressões	digitais	são	diferentes	de	uma	pessoa	para	outra.	Coube	
a	Galton	fornecer	a	prova	de	identificação	exclusiva,	individual.

Alternativa A

37.	 Which	of	the	following	probably	best	describes	the	“crucial	
feature” mentioned in paragraph 4?

	 a)	 Fingerprints	 can	 be	 an	 important	 part	 of	 police	
investigations.

	 b)	 Each	person’s	fingerprints	are	unique.
	 c)	 As	the	years	pass,	a	person’s	fingerprints	remain	the	

same.
	 d)	 It	is	possible	to	collect	and	catalog	fingerprints.
	 e)	 Only	identical	twins	can	have	identical	fingerprints.
 Resolução:
 Encontra-se a resposta no trecho: confirmed Herschel's observation 

that fingerprints do not change with age, a crucial feature
Alternativa C
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38	With	respect	to	the	information	in	the	article,	which	of	the	following	is	not true about Francis Galton?

	 a)	 He	was	related	to	Charles	Darwin.
	 b)	 His	fingerprint	research	took	years.
	 c)	 In	his	fingerprint	work	he	received	help	from	William	Herschel.
	 d)	 He	verified	the	existence	of	important	fingerprint	characteristics.
	 e)	 His	fingerprint	cataloging	system	is	an	important	part	of	police	work	around	the	world.
 Resolução:
	 A	banca	examinadora	poderá	escolher	entre	duas	alternativas,	C	ou	E,	como	gabarito	dessa	questão.	
 A pergunta pede para marcar a alternativa que não é verdadeira a respeito de Francis Galton.
	 A	alternativa	A	é	verdadeira	porque	Francis	era	primo	de	Charles	Darwin.	
 A alternativa B é verdadeira, sustentada pelo trecho: Galton had spent years collecting fingerprints,	ou	seja,	Galton	passou	anos	coletando	

as	impressões	digitais.	
	 A	alternativa	C	poderá	ser	verdadeira	se	o	examinador	considerar	que	o	simples	fato	de	Herschel	ter	enviado	impressões	constitui	ajuda.	

Caso	o	examinador	não	entenda	que	o	simples	envio	de	impressões	é	uma	forma	de	ajuda,	a	alternativa	torna-se	falsa	e	o	gabarito	será	C.
	 A	alternativa	D	é	verdadeira,	pois	foi	verificada	a	importância	das	características	das	impressões	digitais.
	 A	alternativa	E	poderá	ser	verdadeira	se	o	examinador	fundamentar	a	importância	do	trabalho	de	Galton	sendo	a	base	e	parte	importante	

para	a	formação	dos	arquivos	do	sistema	de	catalogação	de	impressões	digitais	usados	pela	polícia.	Encontra-se	fundamentação	no	trecho:	
Galton laid the groundwork for the police to begin to build a usable fingerprint database.	Um	ponto	que	não	é	claro	no	texto	é	se	a	polícia	
do	mundo	todo	tem	como	parte	importante	o	sistema	de	catalogação	de	impressões	digitais	de	Galton.	Daí,	o	gabarito	será	E.

Alternativas C ou E

AGRICULTURE

1 At a t ime when much of the global economy is fal l ing apar t and demand both for
 consumer goods and the firms that make and finance them is collapsing, the notoriously
 cyclical world of agriculture is holding up remarkably well. Prices for grains and meat are
 down from the peaks of mid-2008, but are 30-50% above their averages over the past
	 decade.	There	is	reason	to	believe	that	this	strength	is	more	than	just	another	of	the	many
	 bubbles	that	have	recently	inflated,	only	to	pop.
2	 Higher	prices	are	hardly	a	universal	blessing:	they	are	good	for	farmers,	many	of	whom	are
 poor, but bad for consumers. Some of the increase can be blamed on the shift of crops
	 from	food	to	fuel,	prompted	by	wildly	inefficient	subsidies.	But	high	prices	are	also	a	sign	of
 progress because their single largest cause is the steady increase in demand from poorer
	 countries,	as	people	there	eat	more	food	–	especially	more	protein.	More	people	are	better
 nourished thanks to a bit more grain, a lot more meat, and much more milk.
3 China's role has been profound, ref lecting its enormous economic progress and huge
 population. In the past decade, says Carlo Caiani of Caiani & Company, an investmentadvisory
	 f i rm	based	in	Melbourne,	the	consumption	of	milk	has	grown	seven-fold,	and	that
	 of	olive	oil	six-fold.	China	is	consuming	twice	as	much	vegetable	oil	(instead	of	less	healthy
	 pork	fat),	60%	more	poultry,	30%	more	beef	and	25%	more	wheat,	and	these	are	merely
	 the	obvious	foods.	Scores	of	niches	have	expanded	dramatically:	people	are	drinking	four
	 times	as	much	wine,	for	example.
4 And yet even with all this growth, people in China still, on average, consume only one-third
 as much milk and meat as people in wealthy countries such as Australia, America and
 Britain. The gap is even larger with India, which is also growing fast. Overall, protein intake
	 in	Europe	and	America	is	unlikely	to	expand	much,	but	a	combination	of	rising	incomes
 and population in developing countries could increase demand by more than 5% annually
	 for	years	to	come.	"Once	people	are	accustomed	to	eating	more	protein,	they	won't	take	it
	 out	of	their	diet,"	says	Mr	Caiani.
5	 Expanding	supply	at	the	same	rate	will	be	diff icult,	because	the	amount	of	arable	land
 under cultivation is growing by only a fraction of a percentage point each year. In China
 and India many of the most fer t ile areas are the ones being developed for roads and
	 factories.	That	means	existing	land	is	becoming	more	valuable,	and	must	become	more
 productive.

The Economist –	March	21st	2009
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39. According to the information in the article, though much 
of the global economy is falling apart,

	 a)	 prices	for	agricultural	products	have	remained	stable	
for the past decade.

	 b)	 the	 cyclical	 nature	 of	 agriculture	 has	 caused	 an	
increased worldwide demand for food products.

	 c)	 prices	for	agricultural	commodities	are	at	their	highest	
level in a decade.

	 d)	 agricultural	firms	have	been	able	to	continue	producing	
food despite their diminished access to outside 
financial	support.

	 e)	 certain	food	prices,	though	not	as	high	as	they	once	
were, have shown themselves to be surprisingly 
resilient.

 Resolução:

 Encontra-se a resposta no trecho: 

 At a time when much of the global economy is falling apart 
and demand both for consumer goods and the firms that make 
and finance them is collapsing, the notoriously cyclical world 
of agriculture is holding up remarkably well.

Alternativa E

40.	 Which	of	the	following	is	most	likely	the	author’s	opinion	
of the current state of agriculture?

	 a)	 As	the	cyclical	nature	of	agriculture	has	become	more	
quantifiable,	it	is	now	possible	to	predict	with	greater	
certainty commodity-price increases and decreases.

	 b)	 Despite	the	unstable	situation	of	the	global	economy,	
it	seems	quite	possible	that,	unlike	other	businesses,	
agriculture will continue to be robust.

	 c)	 Though	prices	for	agricultural	products	have	fallen	
since	last	year,	they	are	still	somewhat	inflated	and	
so will probably fall even more.

	 d)	 In	terms	of	real	monetary	value,	prices	for	agricultural	
products are anywhere from 30-50% higher than what 
they should be.

	 e)	 The	 apparently	 strong	 worldwide	 situation	 of	
agriculture is in reality a speculative bubble that is 
ready to burst.

 Resolução:

 Encontra-se a resposta no trecho:

 There is reason to believe that this strength is more than just 
another of the many bubbles that have recently inflated, only 
to pop.

Alternativa B

41.	 With	 respect	 to	 food	prices,	which	of	 the	 following	 is	
most supported by information in the article?

	 a)	 In	developing	countries,	the	poor	segments	of	society	
have suffered greatly because of increasing food 
prices.

	 b)	 Though	food	has	become	more	expensive,	farmers	in	
general have been unable to increase their income.

	 c)	 Food	 prices	 have	 increased	 in	 part	 because	 some	
crops are no longer being used for food.

	 d)	 Food	prices	have	increased	greatly	because	people	
from all countries are eating much more protein than 
they used to.

	 e)	 Inefficient	 agricultural	 subsidies	 have	 encouraged	
unprofitable	farming	practices	that	result	in	wasted	
food.

 Resolução:

 Encontra-se a resposta no trecho:

 Some of the increase can be blamed on the shift of crops from 
food to fuel, prompted by wildly inefficient subsidies.

Alternativa C

42.	 In	 paragraph	 3,	 the	 phrase	 “China’s	 role	 has	 been	
profound…” most likely means that:

	 a)	 China	 has	made	 progress	 but	 still	 has	 the	 largest	
number of undernourished people in the world.

	 b)	 China’s	 huge	 population	 now	 enjoys	 much	 better	
nutrition	thanks	to	the	country’s	enormous	economic	
progress.

	 c)	 as	China	now	consumes	more	milk	and	olive	oil	than	
any other country, prices for those products have been 
increasing steadily.

	 d)	 by	 increasing	 its	 agricultural	 production,	 China	
has	 been	 significant	 in	 facilitating	 greater	 protein	
consumption in poorer countries.

	 e)	 China’s	increased	food	consumption	has	been	a	major	
factor in keeping world prices of agricultural products 
relatively high.

 Resolução:

	 O	trecho	em	destaque	no	enunciado	pede	para	o	aluno	marcar	
o	papel	profundo	da	China,	mencionado	no	início	do	terceiro	
parágrafo.	A	resposta	correta	deve	tratar	dos	elevados	preços	
de	produtos	agrícolas	no	mercado	internacional,	refletidos	pelo	
enorme progresso da economia chinesa.

Alternativa E
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43. According to Carlo Caiani of Caiani & Company,

	 a)	 China’s	increased	protein	consumption	is	currently	
the most important reason that world agricultural 
prices have remained high.

	 b)	 China	is	now	the	world’s	biggest	consumer	of	protein.
	 c)	 eating	more	protein	is	an	important	part	of	anyone’s	

healthy diet.
	 d)	 when	a	larger	amount	of	protein	becomes	a	normal	

part	of	a	person’s	diet,	it	is	likely	to	remain	so.
	 e)	 taking	 into	 consideration	 the	 increased	 protein	

consumption in poor countries has become an 
important factor in planning investment strategies.

 Resolução:

 Encontra-se a resposta no trecho:

 Once people are accustomed to eating more protein, they won't 
take it out of their diet, says Mr Caiani.

Alternativa D

44.	 Which	 of	 the	 following	 is	 most	 supported	 by	 the	
information in the article?

	 a)	 Despite	its	strongly	cyclical	nature,	agriculture	is	the	
one business in the world that has not been negatively 
affected by the current global economic crisis.

	 b)	 Though	 China’s	 food	 consumption	 has	 increased	
dramatically	in	the	past	decade,	most	of	that	country’s	
farmers have remained in poverty.

	 c)	 Though	China’s	economic	power	and	consequent	food	
intake have grown tremendously in recent years, its 
meat and milk consumption is still far behind that of 
some of the rich countries.

	 d)	 Though	Australia,	America	and	Britain	produce	much	
of	 the	world’s	 food,	 their	 food	 intake	has	 actually	
decreased in recent years.

	 e)	 Though	India’s	economy	is	growing	fast,	its	per	capita	
food consumption has remained at essentially the 
same level for the past decade.

 Resolução:

 Encontra-se a resposta no trecho:

 And yet even with all this growth, people in China still, on 
average, consume only one-third as much milk and meat as 
people in wealthy countries such as Australia, America and 
Britain.

Alternativa C

45.	 Which	of	the	following	is	not mentioned as a problem 
that China and India face in feeding their populations?

	 a)	 Over-cultivation	has	resulted	in	the	decreased	fertility	
of a large amount of agricultural land in those two 
countries.

	 b)	 In	those	two	countries,	some	of	the	best	land	is	being	
used more and more for industrial purposes instead 
of for agriculture.

	 c)	 In	those	two	countries,	new	roads	are	occupying	land	
that once was used for agriculture.

	 d)	 Because	 of	 increasing	 demand,	 the	 available	
agricultural land in those countries must grow more 
and more food.

	 e)	 Around	 the	world,	 the	amount	of	 land	 that	can	be	
used for agriculture is increasing very little year by 
year.

 Resolução:

	 Não	há	no	texto	qualquer	menção	de	esgotamento	do	solo		e	
diminuição	da	fertilidade	de	terra	de	plantio.

Alternativa A

COMENTÁRIO DA PROVA DE 
LÍNGUA INGLESA E INTERPRETAÇÃO DE TEXTOS

A	Banca	Examinadora	do	Vestibular	FGV	junho/2009	manteve	
o	seu	padrão	de	prova,	apresentando	um	tema	atual	e	outro	
atemporal. 

A	fonte	do	primeiro	 texto	 foi	a	 revista	Natural History, de 
dezembro	2008	/	janeiro	2009	(publicação	bimestral).	A	fonte	
do	segundo	texto	foi	a	revista	The Economist,	de	21/03/2009.

Houve	escalonamento	das	questões,	sendo	algumas	diretas	e	
outras	interpretativas.	O	exame	exigiu,	portanto,	discernimento	
do	aluno	no	sentido	de	perceber	se	a	questão	deveria	ter	sua	
resposta	fundamentada	pelo	texto	ou	interpretada	a	partir	do	
mesmo.

Consideramos	que	as	questões	foram	bem	elaboradas,	com	
nível	médio	de	dificuldade,	capazes	de	selecionar	de	fato	os	
alunos	que	se	prepararam	especificamente	para	este	exame	e	
também	os	que	fizeram	intercâmbio	e	têm	bom	conhecimento	
do idioma.

O	diferencial	para	se	alcançar	um	bom	resultado	nessa	prova	
seria	acertar	entre	13	e	14	questões.	Trata-se	de	uma	prova	em	
que	10	acertos	não	seriam	suficientes	para	garantir	aprovação.


